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L30: Entry 22 of 31 File: USPT Mar 25, 1997 



DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 5615309 A 

TITLE: Inferencing production control computer system 



Brief Summary Text (51) : 

A data base is a store of data available to the system. There are generally hierarchical data 
bases, network data bases and relational databases . ^ 

Brief Summary Text (52) : 

A relational data base is one that is organized and accessed according to the relationships 
between data items. In a relational data base, relationships between data are expressed by 
means of tables in which generally rows are expressed to represent tuples, and columns 
represent attributes. As differentiated from other data bases, relational data bases use data 
values rather than pointers (hierarchial ) or location (network) for data items resident in 
memory. 

Detailed Description Text (94) : 

The mask loaded into the mask register is built by the TS operation from its input. For those 
TS fields which are constants or bound variables, the mask field is set to match on those 
fields. For unbound variables in the pattern for IN, READ, ReadList, Sample and SampleList, the 
mask field is set to don't care, i.e. match with anything in this pattern field in the CAM 
words . 
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